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abstract: When the first European nation-states were created
during the 18th and 19th century, the necessity arose to form
pr=—y new bonds and loyalties within and to the state, replacing

:J’q‘ﬁ"&- 1 4 H{_:j |:'f ‘tﬁ those in favour of regional rulers. The new governments and

- ruling elites found themselves under the obligation to create a
common national identity in order to ensure the future
existence of the recently created states. One way of doing so
was the invention of national traditions and symbols, and most
prominent among these were national anthems, patriotic
songs that were supposed to enhance national awareness and
unity. When looking at Europe, however, and in particular at
France and Germany, it seems like these very anthems had,
towards the end of the millennium, lost considerable
significance and had been reduced and limited to, almost
exclusively, international sporting events, as far as public
consciousness was concerned. Yet, at the beginning of the 21st
century, we can observe a sudden return of national anthems
onto both social and political...
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