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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Large
Print. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****INTRODUCTION
Reverend Dr. Louis Blake Hathorn, Jr. tackles the influence of Christianity on social change challenges in
American history from Colonial America of the 17th and 18th Century to the continuing human rights struggles
of the 21st Century. He drew on his personal experiences as a pastor of over 40 years at Sweet Home MB Church
of Lexington, Mississippi. He is a veteran activist for civil rights in a state known for its historic oppression of
African Americans, other minorities and its indigenous Native Americans. Social Justice and Christianity lays
out the dichotomy within the Christian church, also found in other religions, between the repressive policies
resulting in grave injustice opposing the principles of love, forgiveness and non-violence. Historically, the
established American Christian church, supported by the powerful economic and political privileged class,
maintained and aided the sins of slavery and prejudice that entrap and disenfranchise persons of color.
Nowhere is this social and political tension presented more clearly than in the Letter from Birmingham Jail,
authored April 16, 1963 by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. while incarcerated. Dr. Hathorn explores the historic
influence found in the African American Christian church that shouted out the principles of love, forgiveness,
and non-violence as the appropriate modus operandi for social change in America. He recounts the terrible
effects of slavery, racial segregation and unfair treatment of persons of color, and women and children from
Colonial American to the present 21st Century challenges. In Colonial America, the Quakers spoke out against
the sins of slavery, urged an end to slavery. Colonial American was a violent place. As Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
noted, This nation was...
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