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Oxford University Press Inc, United States, 2012. Hardback. Book Condition: New. 236 x 157 mm. Language:
English . Brand New Book. In 1968, a ragtag group of Palestinian guerrillas burst onto the world stage as part
of a global offensive that combined controversial armed operations, diplomacy, and revolutionary politics. In
the following years, the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) forced the question of Palestine to the forefront
of the world s attention and cement its status as the sole legitimate representative of a nation of people striving
for statehood. While their spectacular acts of revolutionary violence - hijackings, guerrilla attacks, suicide
operations - seized headlines and made the PLO the face of international terrorism in the 1970s, it would be the
organization s diplomatic campaign that would propel it to prominence in the global arena. By the middle
years of the decade, the PLO would stand beside Vietnamese, Cuban, Algerian, and South African guerrilla
fighters at the vanguard of a new generation of revolutionaries in the Third World. More than just a subplot in
the Arab-Israeli conflict, the Palestinian struggle sat the juncture of a critical phase in the Cold War and the
wave of revolutions that swept through the Third World in the 1960s. Using Arabic sources and recently
declassified U.S. documents, The Global Offensive returns the PLO s story to its international context. As the PLO
gained both prestige and infamy, leaders in both the United States and the Soviet Union hastened to come to
terms with this new force in Middle Eastern affairs. Fearing the PLO s potential to revolutionize the Arab world
and project armed violence across a global spectrum, American leaders faced the choice of establishing
diplomatic relations with the organization or crafting a containment policy for a new generation of Arab
revolutionaries. Their decisions-along with...
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