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mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****The military services have a degree of
discretion regarding whether and how to apply Department of Defense (DOD) acquisition guidance for their
uniform development and they varied in their usage of that guidance. As a result, the services had fragmented
procedures for managing their uniform development programs, and did not consistently develop effective
camouflage uniforms. GAO identified two key elements that are essential for producing successful outcomes in
acquisitions: 1) using clear policies and procedures that are implemented consistently, and 2) obtaining
effective information to make decisions, such as credible, reliable, and timely data. The Marine Corps followed
these two key elements to produce a successful outcome, and developed a uniform that met its requirements.
By contrast, two other services, the Army and Air Force, did not follow the two key elements; both services
developed uniforms that did not meet mission requirements and had to replace them. Without additional
guidance from DOD on the use of clear policies and procedures and a knowledge-based approach, the services
may lack assurance that they have a disciplined approach to set requirements and develop new uniforms that
meet operational needs. The military services fragmented approach for acquiring uniforms has not ensured
the development of joint criteria for new uniforms or achieved cost efficiency. DOD has not met a statutory
requirement to establish joint criteria for future uniforms or taken steps to ensure that uniforms provide
equivalent levels of performance and protection for service members, and the services have not pursued
opportunities to seek to reduce clothing costs, such as by collaborating on uniform inventory costs. The
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2010 required the military departments to...
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