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and Setting Forth Its Principles, Measures, and Object Oppression, in itself, is one of the most heinous sins in the
sight of God; and he who so disregards the divine law of love as to be guilty of this sin, cannot escape its soul-
hardening influence; and by its inevitable tendency, his conscience becomes seared, and the spirit of pride,
arrogance and despotism, rises into dominion in his mind, and he becomes the enemy of the peace, prosperity
and happiness of his species. While he tramples upon the rights of those by whose labor and suffering he lives,
his wicked example exerts a powerful influence in the destruction of their moral principle, and their destitution
and misery drive them to the commission of crime, to obtain sustenance for their animal nature. Wherever the
spirit of oppression rules, ambition, violence, pride and revenge, are the characteristics of the aristocracy; while
meanness, sycophancy, lying, theft and prostitution are the characteristics of the oppressed. There is probably
no community composed of oppressors and oppressed, but which contains also, an intermediate class, a small
phalanx of middling-interest men, separate and distinct from both the other classes. Among these, we find the
principles of justice, and the love of virtue predominant. And here is an exhibition of the excellency of that
religion which teaches its disciples, in all things, to do unto others as we would have them do unto us. These
remain to be the salt of the earth, the light of the world - and for their sakes, God spares the the world yet a little
longer; while, by his faithful...
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