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convenient to cultivate the field in a few broad strips than in a greater number of narrow ones. In other words,
they are willing to incur a greater loss by erosion for the sake of greater convenience in cultivation. The slope of
the terrace bank, or the ratio of ¢ to d, was found to range from 58 to 121 per cent. It is believed that this bank
could be maintained easily at a slope of to 1, or 50 per cent. This would reduce the area of waste land in a
terraced field. The curves in figure 4 show the widths of bench for different vertical spacings on land of various
slopes. Each curve is drawn for a certain vertical spacing between terraces. The widths of bench are computed
for horizontal-bench terraces having a slope of to 1 for the terrace banks. When constructed and maintained
properly, bench terraces give excellent protection against erosion. However, many landowners object to this
terrace on account of the difficulty of moving farm machinery from one bench to another, the necessity of
cultivating each bench separately, the loss of the land occupied by the uncultivated embankments, and the
growth of weeds and grass on the embankment, which robs the adjacent cultivated soil of its plant food and
tends to seed the entire field to weeds and objectionable grasses. These reasons are sufficient to militate against
the use...
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