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ESSAYS OF ELIA VOLUME 1 (PAPERBACK)

Theclassics.Us, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher.
Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1888 edition. Excerpt: . VALENTINE S DAY. AIL to thy returning festival, old Bishop
Valentine! Great is thy name in the rubric, thou venerable Arch-flamen of Hymen! Immortal Go-between! who
and what manner of person art thou? Art thou but a name, typifying the restless principle which impels poor
humans to seek perfection in union? or wert thou indeed a mortal prelate, with thy tippet and thy rochet, thy
apron on, and decent lawn sleeves? Mysterious personage! like unto thee, assuredly, there is no other mitred
father in the calendar; not Jerome, nor Ambrose, nor Cyril; nor the consigner of undipt infants to eternal
torments, Austin, whom all mothers hate; nor he who hated all mothers, Origen; nor Bishop Bull, nor
Archbishop Parker, nor WhitgiL. Thou comest attended with thousands and ten thousands of little Loves, and
the air is Brush d with the hiss of rustling wings. Singing Cupids are thy choristers and thy precentors; and
instead of the crosier, the mystical arrow is borne before thee. In other words, this is the day on which those
charming little missives, ycleped Valentines, cross and intercross each other at every street and turning. The
weary and all for-spent twopenny postman sinks beneath a load of delicate embarrassments, not his own. It is
scarcely credible to what an extent this ephemeral courtship is carried on in this loving town, to the great
enrichment of porters, and detriment of knockers and bell-wires. In these little visual interpretations, no
emblem...
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