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Viking Books for Young Readers, 2008. Book Condition: New. Brand New, Unread Copy in Perfect Condition. A+
Customer Service! Summary: "Just try to keep kids away from this collection. Inspired book design makes the
volume look like an old-school comic. The front cover features an elementary-aged Scieszka popping up out of
a military tank, surrounded by explosions and bombers, while the back advertises a "Treasure Chest of Fun"
and displays chapter titles and excerpts along with nostalgic graphics. Scieszka answers the oft-asked question,
"Where do you get your ideas?" with a slew of childhood anecdotes and his family's escapades that have given
him plenty of material from which to draw. Born in 1954, the second of six brothers, he writes about Catholic
and military schools, buying gifts, chores, and hand-me-downs-all familiar experiences related with a specific
Scieszka twist. His mother, a nurse, insisted that her sons use proper terms for anatomy ("rectum" rather than
"butt") and bodily functions ("urinate" rather than "pee"), making way for several laugh-out-loud moments.
Some stories are just amiably funny, such as wearing recycled Halloween costumes, while others help readers
understand more about how the author developed his unique sense of humor. Although it includes the car trip
story from Guys Write for Guys Read (Viking, 2005), Knucklehead is aimed at a younger audience. Family
photographs and other period illustrations appear throughout. Entertaining and fast-moving, silly and sweet,
this homage to family life is not to be missed."- School Library Journal "Offering an answer to the perennial
query about where his ideas come from, the National Ambassador for Young People's Literature looks back to
his early 1960s youth. Fans will not be surprised to learn that, except for his mother (a nurse, fortunately) he
grew up in an all-male household: father, five brothers and "even our...
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