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Before the Recess Committee on Taxation, Massachusetts Legislature, October 23, 1906, With an Appendix
Containing Some Extracts From Public Documents That is the entire meaning of the exemption, - private
money set aside for public use shall not be assessed thereafter for lower public uses or any other public uses.
(See Appendix Il.) How successful this policy has been in Massachusetts! The schools, the Normal Schools,
Technical Schools, Colleges, and Professional Schools in Massachusetts, both for men and women, are
unexcelled to this day in the United States. Harvard University is the largest, richest, and strongest university in
this country at this moment, in spite of the fact that there are a dozen state universities which have their hands
in the public treasury, and have had their hands in the public treasury, many of them, for more than a
generation. Where did the Normal Schools begin? Right here in Massachusetts and in this State House, through
a private benefaction. Massachusetts started them. Massachusetts has fed them. What state has as good a
technical school as Massachusetts in the Institute of Technology? What built that? Private money, with the aid of
the State, - exempted private money, because the State agreed that the money given for that great public use
should not be charged for other lower public uses. This, then, is the original, logical, and very productive
Massachusetts policy with regard to the support of higher education. Now this doctrine and this practice have
been accepted by every town in Massachusetts which has ever had occasion to consider the question, Can we
get a college, or an academy,...
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